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Healthy Landscapes  
need 30% natural cover  

 
The Carolinian Zone has  

~15% natural cover, and it’s  
declining  

 
 



In the Zone Gardens



Global trends 
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Supporting the Industry
• Ontario Native plant Growers Association 

• 30+ partner native plant growers and retailers

• In the Zone native plant tag 

• Education, outreach & marketing
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Guiding Best Practice
 



Native plant gardens
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Registering your garden 



THE GARDEN TRACKER 
IS:

Voluntary, Private, Science-based
Thriving Wildlife
Save 500+ rare & endangered species

Climate-smart
Grow a green future for 7 generations

Green Jobs
Scale-up the greenest industry on earth

Water-smart
 Protect drinking water for 11 M people

Healthy Communities
Clean air and sustainable food for 25% of Canadians

In the spirit and practice of reconciliation
 Support Indigenous leadership for a healthy ecoregion



Tracking Impact

Hectares
27,900

Managed by people who 
care

Actions
60,902

Native plants planted 

Healthy Gardeners
4807

Growing Canada’s Biggest 
Wildlife Garden





Meet the Gardeners
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Zone Leaders

Together, we aim to connect 15,000 gardeners to In the Zone 
by 2022 to track and celebrate their contributions to 

Growing Canada’s Biggest Wildlife Garden.

✓ SAVE nature 
✓ SEED native plants  
✓ STEWARD healthy landscapes 
✓ LEAD resilient communities



In the Zone Tools 
1. Tracker: track impact, celebrate success, healthy garden points 

2. Expert resources. Easy grow guides, promotional resources 
 
3. Community. Connect to local champions, events, networking, 
garden parties 
 
4. Plant Tags. Source locally grown, ethical native plants, support 
green industry 

5. Training and Talks Connect to Carolinian Zone experts, on-site and 
online. 
 
6. Re-energizing experiences. Forest therapy, garden tours, BioBlitz  
 



Benefits to community
• Accelerate action: address climate and biodiversity crises

• Decrease costs of land management

• Mitigate flood risks 

• Improved health, wellness, productivity and creativity

• Increase property prices 



Engagement opportunities 



Supporting local initiatives  

Winnipeg plans for 
healing forest
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